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notwithstanding, is further made good by a text from Colossians
where it is said (chapter i. 16) that he created them, and existed
before them. And that this authority might be seen to embrace
not only the angels and principalities of the Jewish heavens,
but the seons and emanations which made up the fulness of
the Godhead in the various systems of Gnosticism, the writer of
the Epistle to the Colossians after warning the believers against
philosophy and the vain conceits of men, winds up with the
declaration (Colossians ii. 9), "for in him chvelleth all the
fulness of the Godhead bodily, and in him ye are made full
who is the head of all principality and power." Having in this
way got rid of the hosts of angels and heavenly spirits who, in
the popular mind, stood in the way of the full recognition of the
supreme power and Godhead of Christ, we have now to see
how the Church disposed of the subtleties of Pagan philosophy
which were imported into it by the more intellectual and
cultured of the Pagan converts, and which by dissolving the
personality both of God and Christ into abstractions, would
have strangled Christianity before its triumph had yet begun.